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Sherwood Church is a beacon on the hillside to light the way  

for all to know, love and serve God. 

Growing Spiritually  Teaching the Word  Sharing in Fellowship  Serving our Community 

 

 

On Saturday, March 29, 2008, at St. James’ Church Lafayette Square in Baltimore,  

ballots were cast, hymns were sung and, in the Spirit of the Episcopal Church, 

The Rev. Canon Eugene Taylor Sutton was elected to be the 14
th
 Bishop of Maryland. 

 

 

Greetings from the Bishop-Elect: 

 

I am both honored and humbled to be elected your bishop in the wonderful Diocese of 

Maryland.  I, Sonya and our family look forward to being among you as fellow travelers in this 

exciting journey! 

 

I would like to express my hopes and dreams for our new ministry together in the form of a 

prayer.  We continually give thanks to God, who in Christ makes “a new creation…the old has 

passed away, behold all things have become new.”  In gratitude, let us pray for God’s guidance 

for a blessed future together: 

 

O Lord our God, look with favor upon your pilgrim people in the Diocese of Maryland.  Help 

our bishops, priests, deacons and lay ministers lead lives worthy of the calling to which we have 

been called, with all humility, gentleness, and patience.  May our life together be infused by the 

grace of truth and the spirit of reconciliation; in times of celebration may we freely rejoice, and 

in times of distress may we listen and forgive one another in love, always eager to maintain the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  Open our hearts to receive the Living Christ in our 

midst; may we never tire to seek him in prayer and action, and in works of mercy and justice 

throughout the world.  This we pray in the name of Jesus our Savior.  Amen. 
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From the Annual Meeting on March 30

th
…. 

 

2007 ANNUAL REPORT  

OF THE 

PRIEST-IN-CHARGE 

  

If I were to choose an icon for this past year at 

Sherwood, it would be the restoration of the 

windows.  The reason I believe the windows reflect 

our efforts is that now the light actually comes in 

and we are seeing colors we have never known 

were there.   

 

The brilliance of light and color is seen in our 

Christian Education, where children are 

participating in interesting and innovative programs 

three Sundays a month.  Adults have been involved 

in Linda Robert’s program on the gospels for the 

month; we have a spirituality book club and 

speaker’s program.  Our newly formed Outreach 

Committee has been responsible for a large variety 

of programs that have benefited many in the 

community and been a delight for those who 

participated in the effort. 

 

Our campus is vastly improved and the office has 

taken on new life, all due to the efforts of our 

volunteers.  Sunday mornings are joyous and 

interactive with new energy.  More and more people 

are developing their own ministries in response to 

an ever growing need.  Perhaps most importantly, 

there is a new sense of prayerfulness.  Even if we 

won the lottery tomorrow, fixed everything, built a 

new parish house and filled the pews, nothing 

would be as powerful as basing our actions on and 

in prayer.  One of the signs of this transformation 

has been the number of calls we receive to add 

people to the prayer list.  They have faith that we 

can and will lift them in prayer. 

 

If I live to be a hundred, I will never forget the 

morning we canceled the book discussion to gather 

and try to process the loss of the Browning family.  

The sorrow and fear of the community was shared 

in a house of prayer; just as it should be.  People 

were able to articulate their sense of loss and 

concern for their own families.  Two of our 

children, Anna and Tim, expressed their feelings in 

a most creative and compassionate manner.  At the 

end, we were able to pray for the dead, for those 

grieving and Nicholas - who has lost his way.  

Buildings do not make a church; mornings like that 

one do. 

 

There is light here; light diffused with the many 

colors of each personality and gift.    Some 

morning, look at the walls and lovely new carpet to 

see the rainbows formed by the sun streaming 

through the windows.  Rainbows have always been 

a sign of a covenant between God and God’s 

people.  Today, I am claiming that sign as a new 

relationship, born of prayer and participation, that 

Sherwood Parish has established a covenant with 

God. 

 

We have much to offer.  Please consider inviting 

someone you know to share this experience with 

you.  In a world of change and uncertainty, help 

others to discover the good news of the gospel, true 

fellowship and meaning in their lives.  There is no 

greater gift. 
Respectfully submitted, 

M. JOANNA WHITE 

Priest-in-Charge 

 

 

Vestry Elections 

At the Annual Meeting on March 30
th

, elections 

were held to fill 3 vacancies on the vestry.  Voted in 

for another term were Charles R(Treasurer) and 

Debbie S (member).  Bernice A, who served as 

Vestry Registrar during the past year in a non-

voting status, was also elected to the vestry.  

Congratulations and thank you to all! 

 

A special thank you goes to outgoing vestry 

member, Anne W, who gave so freely of her time 

and talent during her tenure.   

 

Sadly, Mike R  has tendered his resignation as 

Junior Warden. He has accepted a new job in 

California and will be moving there in the near 

future.  Mike, you will be missed!   
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Home Communions 
First, we are in need of people to join our 

Eucharistic Ministers, who bring communion to 

homebound parishioners.  This is a vital ministry 

and, because you have a part-time priest, we need 

all the help we can get to cover the bases. 

 

Second, I would ask homebound parishioners and 

caregivers to give me a call when you wish me to 

visit.  This allows you to make your schedule and it 

is a great help to me if you make the contact. 

Joanna 

 

Regional Confirmation 

Tuesday, April 8
th

, 7:00 PM at St. Jamesô 

Church, Monkton.  We ask God’s blessings on 

Sherwood parishioners who will be Confirmed or 

Received into the Episcopal Church: Matt F, Butch 

H, Ron J, Joyce M, Jacki M, Lynn S and Debbie S. 

 
Christian Formation Festival 

Saturday, April 12 at St. Jamesô Monkton 

Presented by the Diocese of Maryland Christian 

Formation Council for all clergy and lay people 

who work with faith education for children, youth, 

or adults. 

 For more information, contact www.ang-

md.org/christian_formation 

 

HEY, HEY, HEY!  

 

SPRING WORK DAY IS ON ITS WAY!  

Saturday, April 19, 2008, 9 AM ï 1 PM. 
Mark your calendar now to reserve the date. 

There’s a lot to accomplish, so we need as many 

people as possible.  Please come! 

 

 

Sherwood Book Club:  The next monthly 

meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 30th at 

7:30 pm. at the home of Karyn Galetto.  Under 

discussion will be "The Devil in the White City".  

This is a true story of murder, magic and madness. 

An architect and serial killer were linked by the 

greatest fair in American history, the Chicago 

World’s Fair in 1893.  Please call Karyn if you plan 

to attend.   

 

Outreach 

Thanks to all who contributed to Bread for Itipini, 

our Lenten outreach project.  We raised $287 – 

those pennies do add up! 

 

A Bit of Sherwoodôs History  

Since its founding, Sherwood Parish has taken an 

interest in community affairs.  The following is a 

story of George Jessop, Sr. who served as 

vestryman from 1886 until his death in July 1923.  

He was the grandson of Charles Jessop who 

acquired “Vauxhall Estate” in 1798.  From a part of 

his land he gave a plot of ground to the Methodist 

Church and contributed heavily to its erection.  This 

is the historic Jessop’s Church and cemetery on 

York Road, just south of Phoenix Road.  It was 

probably George Jessop’s marriage to Miss Betty 

Bosley, a descendant of one of our original 

vestrymen, Col Nicholas Merryman Bosley that 

brought George Jessop to Sherwood. 

 

A dedicated family man, Mr. Jessop also had a 

shrewd head for business.  In addition to 

maintaining a thriving farm, he was engaged in a 

general hardware and lumber business for many 

years.  On Palm Sunday 1896, Mr. Jessop’s home 

was destroyed by fire.  At this time, the closest fire 

company was located in Towson.  Realizing the 

need for fire protection in his small community, Mr. 

Jessop banded together with nine other men and 

formed the Marble Hill Fire Department in October 

1896.  He became heavily involved with the 

volunteers, serving as the company’s president and 

providing horses for the heavy equipment.  He 

remained a prominent and active member until the 

time of his death. 

 

Marble Hill started south of Wight Avenue to 

Phoenix Road.  This was the beginning of what is 

now the Cockeysville Volunteer Fire Department.  

His sons, John Bosley Jessop, George Jessop, Jr., 

and William Harry Jessop – inherited his sense of 

community dedication and service.  All three 

volunteered with the Marble Hill Fire Department – 

and were all members of Sherwood. 

 

Some of Mr. Jessop’s descendants are among 

parishioners today.  Many members of Sherwood 

Parish were active with the Cockeysville Volunteer 

http://www.ang-md.org/christian_formation
http://www.ang-md.org/christian_formation
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Fire Co., including Jack T who was an active 

member for many years.  Virginia “Presh” L and 

Nancy C were active members of the Women’s 

Auxiliary. 

Community service has long been a tradition of 

Sherwood Church and continues today through 

participation in our many outreach efforts - thanks 

to our caring parishioners. 

 

God bless us one and all! 

Dave P 

Historian 

 

Alfred Brendel, Pianist 

My absolute favorite pianist, Alfred Brendel, 

recently announced his intention to retire from the 

concert stage.  At 77, Brendel would seem to be at 

the top of his game, ''’he is playing at the peak of 

his form,’ said Josephine Hemsing, his New York 

publicist, confirming a report of his retirement that 

appeared in The Chicago Tribune. 'He's in perfect 

health, and he would like to go out at the top of his 

playing form.’'' (from the New York Times) 

 

Brendel was born in Czechoslovakia, to a non-

musical family.  When he was a young boy, his 

family moved to Graz, Austria, and remained there 

during the war years.  Brendel is said to have had 

occasional piano lessons, but no real formal music 

education.  He is largely self-taught.  At age 17, he 

gave his first public recital in Graz.  Brendel’s great 

contribution to music, his recordings of the piano 

sonatas of Beethoven, continues to inspire.  His 

interpretations reflect the work of a careful, 

articulate mind, and a nimble, mastered technical 

ability.  Brendel has said that he believes the 

“primary job of the pianist is to respect the 

composer's wishes without showing off himself.”  

Brendel is an intellectual, no doubt.  He is a true 

artist - understanding the composers’ minds, the 

times in which they lived and worked, as well 

respect for the idea, “what does the composer wish 

to say through this music.”   

 

Brendel is a nervous, pensive man, who lives 

largely cerebrally.  I had the good fortune to meet 

him several times about ten years ago.  I hope he 

continues to employ his creative output, even in 

“retirement.”  Perhaps he will write more poetry, 

yes, he is a published poet.  Perhaps he will acquire 

a taste for 20
th

 century music.  My guess is that he 

will find some project through which to channel his 

restless energy, and hopefully he will share it with 

us.   

If you want to hear Brendel before he retires 

from the stage, get ready to travel, as his concerts in 

the United States have passed.  Should you find 

yourself in Vienna in January 2009, you might be in 

luck!    

Greg S 

Music Director   

 

Please remember in your prayersé. 

 

Prayer is a lifting up of the mind unto God,  

or a friendly talking with the Lord, from an high 

and kindled affection of the heart. 

Edwin Sandys 

 

We pray for those with immediate critical needs: 

Robin A, Nicholas B, Nancy C, Robert D and his 

family, Stephanie E, John G, Catherine H, Cheryl L, 

Charles L, Patricia M, Tony N, Jr., Joan P, Carmella 

P, Ruth P, Bishop John 
+
, Alford S, George S, Al S, 

Doris T, John V, Roger W 

 

Remember also those with ongoing needs: 

Bob A, Bill A, Edith B, Judith C, Joan D, Lisa F, 

Vickey F, Ginger H, Ray H, Sr., Keli H, Harry J, 

Bud L, John M, Cindy N, Nick M, Jack S, Ann S, 

Sheila V 

 

We pray for those in the military and their 

families: Michael A, Charles B, Sean B, John B, 

Patrick C, Ted C, Timothy D, Matt F, Mark H, 

Brian J, Paul J, Rachel K, Paul L, Jerrett P, 

Christopher P, Elizabeth S, Joshua W, and all others 

facing violence and terror.  We pray for peace. 

 

 We pray for all those who are addicted and those 

who are in prison.   

 

The world now has the means to end  

extreme poverty;  

We pray we will have the will. 
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We remember those celebrating birthdays in April  

and pray that they be strengthened in wisdom and 

grace:  

Jonathan E (7), Justin S (13), Anne W (18), Marge 

C (20), Stephanie E (23), George S (27), Evan E 

(4/30) 

 

We ask Godôs blessings on those who will be 

confirmed or Received into the Episcopal Church 

on Tuesday, April 8, 2008: Matt F, Butch H, Ron J, 

Joyce Mann, Jacki M, Lynn S and Debbie S. 

 

The complete prayer list is published monthly in the 

Beacon. If you know of someone who should be 

added to the prayer list, please contact Joanna or 

Kathy.  Please also let us know if someone should 

be removed.  Thank you!

  

SHERWOOD CALENDAR 

APRIL 

Sun. 4/6 ¶ 9:00 am  - Holy Eucharist 

¶ Sunday School 10:00 AM (Kit S) 

¶ Gospels of the Month (Linda Roberts) 

Mon. 4/7 ¶ Vestry Meeting 7:00 PM 

Tues. 4/8 ¶ Confirmation – St. James’, Monkton, 7:00 PM 

¶ Spirituality Group  – cancelled   Rescheduled for 5/6 at 7 

PM, parish office 

Wed. 4/9 ¶ CMT Meeting ï 11 AM, parish office 

Sun. 4/13 ¶ 9:00 am  - Holy Eucharist 

¶ Sunday School 10:00 AM (Julia E) 

¶ Sunday Book Club 10:00 AM Saints and Villains by Denise 

Giardina 

Sat. 4/19 ¶ Spring Work Day 9 AM – 1 PM 

Sun. 4/20 ¶ 9:00 am  - Holy Eucharist 

¶ Sunday School 10:00 AM (Mike & Linda R) will join the all 

age presentation 

¶ Speakerôs Sunday - POSTPONED 

Sun. 4/27 ¶ 9:00 am  - Holy Eucharist 

¶ Sunday School 10:00 AM (Jacki M) 

¶ Outreach Sunday 

 

MAY 

Fri. 5/2 

Sat. 5/3 
¶ Diocesan Convention 

Sun. 5/4 ¶ 9:00 am  - Holy Eucharist 

¶ Sunday School 10:00 AM (Anne W) 

¶ Gospels of the Month (Linda R) 

Mon. 5/5 ¶ Vestry Meeting 7:00 PM 

Sun. 5/11 ¶ 9:00 am  - Holy Eucharist 

¶ Sunday School 10:00 AM (Jacki M) 

¶ Sunday Book Club 10:00 AM  ñ90 Minutes in Heaven: A 

True Story of Death and Lifeò by Don Piper with Cecil B. 

Murphy 

Tues 5/13 ¶ Spirituality Group  – 7 PM, parish office 

Sun. 5/18 ¶ 9:00 am  - Holy Eucharist 

¶ Sunday School 10:00 AM (Anita B) 

¶ Speakerôs Sunday 10:00 AM - Eric W – V.P., M&T 

Investment group – financial planning 

Sun. 4/25 ¶ 9:00 am  - Holy Eucharist 

¶ Sunday School 10:00 AM Outreach Sunday 

 


