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As a parish we have just experienced one of the most difficult weeks on record. While the Browning family
was not a member of Sherwood, they were involved in all the sports, scouts and school activities with our
families. Our lives were woven together on so many levels... As often happens, it brought out the best in
people. Hundreds stood out in the cold to offer support at vigils, others prayed at home. Tim M. and Anna S.
displayed creativity far beyond their years and we all learned more about ourselves.

We learned that it's natural to cry in the face of such sadness and that we really need the support and wisdom of
each other. There is a certain sense of bewilderment in this tragedy. No one can explain why a 15 year old boy
would kill his family...maybe we never will; but there are some eternal truths. Richard Rohr says that the way
of God is to raise up what we strike down...to Resurrect what we Crucify. | don't mean to say that the dead will
rise in this life, but in the next. Where new life does happen is the way in which the people of Cockeysville
responded and continue to respond.

No matter how destructive some people can be, no matter what losses we encounter, it is the loving response
of caring individuals that give meaning. We gathered to hear some state how they no longer take life and
friendship for granted and that they will risk expressing kindness. Another made the excellent point that no
matter what communication impasse parents and children may have, they can always turn to a relative or
friend. | might add to that...to a friend from church. Many people live far from family, or unconnected for one
reason or another. It is the parish church that now provides what was formerly the domain of the family or
tribe. What the world strikes down, we help up. When losses or alienation isolate an individual, we connect. |
believe that is God's call to us.

Joanna

Sherwood Church is a beacon on the hillside to light the way
for all to know, love and serve God.
Growing Spiritually ¢ Teaching the Word ¢ Sharing in Fellowship ¢ Serving our Community




To share our loving thoughts is ministry. Here is the work of two of our ministers as they respond to the
Browning tragedy:

One Nice Thing About Greq...
By Tim M.

I was so sorry and shocked to hear about the loss of my friend Greg Browning that | decided to compile
some thoughts and feelings that other students and teachers had into a booklet. | plan on sending the booklet to
his grandparents so that they can know how we felt about him.

Greg was an honor student that always had a smile on his face. He was always making everyone laugh. He was
the school mascot. I looked up to him. Here are some of the things that were written in the booklet.

He was always nice and had a lot of friends. | hope he's in a better place.  Briana

It's hard to narrow it down to one nice thing. Greg was always positive and was well-like by students and
teachers alike. Mrs. Creighton

Greg, you were such an amazing person! | never realized how much you have helped me until now. It takes
a great person to touch the hearts of all these people.  Eric

Greg, you are the brightest yet smartest person | know and | have hopes that your soul is being carried to
heaven. | know you weren't meant to die but you have us all to care and keep your image in our minds and your
spirit close to our hearts. Many tears are shed for you, and even mine. Myea
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Hello Everyone. My name is Anna S. As you all of you know, four members of the Browning family died on
February 2, 2008. It was a true tragedy and all of us were affected. | expressed my feelings in the form of a
poem. Itis called,

They Are with Us Forever

They are with you forever,

As long as the wind blows.

They are with you forever,

Even i f they don’t show.

Remember them, and the love that they gave.

Hush Child, be very brave

Talk to them as much as you can

And let them be in your thoughts.

't s twtry r i gh

For they are happy up there in the sky.

It s not how they died

lt's about how they I|ived

And remember they are with you until you breathe your last breath

And shed your last tear.

They are with you forever

They are always near.
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We finished the year 2007 without using any
outside funding such as Endowment or New Clergy
Funds. Additionally, we fully paid all of our
Diocesean obligations and all other bills due.

However, January was a financially bad month
(-$5,600). It was a bad month in 2007 also
(-$4,700), just not as bad as 2008. We had quite a
bit less in Christmas donations this year as
compared to last year, which was the difference.
Like last year, we had some significant expenses in
January — causing a financial shortfall for the
month. | would hope that this is not a trend.

In January, Sherwood paid two (2) $1,000 payments
towards the Diocese —$9,000 is our total
assessment. All other outstanding invoices are also
paid. We did this double-payment in 2006 and 2007
as well.

On the income sheet (P&L), there are 2 months of
BGE (approx. $1450 per month VERSUS

Shrove Tuesday's Pancake Supper -a huge success!

A big thank you to Karyn and Bill G. who supplied,
organized and whipped up the delicious eats!
Thanks to Cecil and Bud O. and Larry B. who were
also most helpful in the preparation of the feast!

Altar Guild
Anne W. & Sandy T.

The altar guild is preparing for an early Easter
season this year. We will have a busy week,
starting with Palm Sunday, when our beautiful palm
plants will be on the altar. From there, our attention
turns to Maundy Thursday, when the altar will be
stripped following this beautiful service in

$1150 per month in 2007). Sadly, it appears that
these rates will do nothing but continue to increase
much faster than inflation and other costs so we
have to be VERY diligent in our usage. We also had
the pension payment, property insurance payment
and some other large payments. This added several
extra expenses to our bottom line.

We did, however, account for the Christmas flower,
poinsettia and wreath sale —an effort that raised
approximately $460. Also, we had the last pledge
payments of 2007 counted in this month.

Lastly, to confirm an item discussed in late 2007,
we will allocate $23,000 per year to housing
expense for Reverend Joanna White. The balance
will be considered regular salary and wages.

We will face some sign
expenses in 2008 and the BGE bill continues to be

an issue. We will need to keep an eye on all of these
items.

Anna S. and Tim M. were our servers and did an
absolutely fantastic job keeping everyone well fed
and happy! Thanks to all of you who helped in
making the evening one to remember!

preparation for Good Friday. Easter Morning will
prove once again the hard work of the altar guild
members. The music, flowers and the newly
improved magnificent stained glass windows will
enhance our works. Thank you to all the altar guild
members for everything you do all year round.

May this Easter season find everyone filled with the Christ spirit.




A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
By Greg S.

In January, as many of you are aware, | took a trip
to the Holy Land. Most of the trip was spent in
Israel, visiting the places where Jesus lived, worked,
died, and rose from the dead. Israel is beautiful,
one of the most naturally beautiful places on earth,
|l " m sur e. It i s easy
blessed by God. The trip maintained a twofold
purpose: to visit the places where Jesus walked, and
to understand this in the historical context of the
history of the Jews.

We first visited Nazareth, the home of Mary, her
family, and Joseph. Our guide in the Church of the
Annunciation pointed out that, despite the fact that
Nazareth was a dump, two of the most significant
proclamations in Christendom were made here: the
Annunciation, and Jesus reading from the Torah for
the first time, beginning his public ministry. In
Bethlehem, which is in Palestine, meaning one has
to cross through the check-point, we visited the
Church of the Nativity, and saw the very spot where
Jesus is believed to have been born. One question
that frequently arose is, how do we know for certain
that this spot is literally where Jesus was born, died,
etc.? This comes under the category of using
historical analysis to weigh the likelihood that such
events happened where they are said to have
happened. Usually, the idea that links an event to
an actual place is because it has come down from
theor al tradition. I n
personal beliefs. The easiest way to tell that one
was at a holy site was the presence of a gift shop.
For many in Israel, and for a growing majority of
those throughout the world, Jesus is not a big deal.
One gets the idea from traveling in the Middle East

New Prayer Books

As many of you are aware, Sherwood is in need of
about thirty new Common Prayer books to retire
some well used books. We welcome anyone that
would like to help by making a tax deductible
donation. The suggested donation per book is $30.
Envelopes are provided in the pews, in the back of

o

at the growing force of Islam in the world. We are
mistaken as Americans to assume that we can easily
comprehend the complexities of Middle East
politics, where the wn
to a single, tiny land. In Jerusalem, one gets a good
sersseeoethe fwalgilyty of thre coexisténee of tslam, s
Judaism, and Christianity. On a Friday afternoon in
Jerusalem, | heard the mosques sound their call to
prayer. While Jews headed to their Shabbat dinner,
we Christians stood at the western wall of the
temple. It was roughly three in the afternoon as we
left the Temple Mount and went to the hill of the
Mount of Olives to observe the phenomenon that is
Jerusalem. From there, we noticed a beautiful
rainbow in the sky, seeming to come right out of the
temple. We were speechless. One of the most

i mportant things |11
certainty that Christianity is a shrinking, contained
force in the world. What did we once provide that
we provide no longer? Religions are cultural, and
become enculturated, Christianity represents
western values, Islam represents eastern values. As
we wal ked the Via Dol
in Old Jerusalem, one is struck at the fact that the
Stations of the Cross are in the Muslim district of
the old market. It is hard to be reflective in the
midst of a bustling market, | can tell you! Yet, the
tone of this was not lost, as things were probably
pretty similar the day Jesus walked these streets on

S h ohis way to thetcross. dVilme | svas ohastweminded @f

while walking the Way of the Cross, was that Jesus
came to preach peace, and kindness to ourselves
and to one another.

the church and in the wing. Please make your check
payable to Sherwood Episcopal Church and mark it
“pr ay e rif ytwaiehko’designate a memorial
or an honorarium please note this on the paper in
the envelope. Place the envelope in the collection
plate or give it to Larry B.
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Sherwood Book Club

In March, we will be reading “Ma n h ubyJames
Swanson. “Manhunt” i s -bymourfaczount
told through the eyes of John Wilkes Booth and his
hunters, the Union Calvary and detectives, while on
a twelve day chase throughout the streets of D.C.,

Easter Flowers

Beginning February 24" the form requesting Easter
flower memorials and honorariums can be found in
the Sunday bulletins. Please take time to offer a
contribution for the flowers on the altar at Easter.

Maryland and Virginia, as the nation looks on in
horror. The location of book club and exact date
will be announced. Men are invited to this
meeting.

Sunday, March 16™. As before, anyone
contributing may take flowers following the 10:00
AM service. We also will be taking flowers to our
parishioners who have been unable to attend

We will be accepting donations through Palm

Sherwoododos New Web Page
Have you seen our new Sherwood website? The web address is: http://www.sherwood.ang-md.org/
| f you haven’t had ti me to Wewould like tothank DatpMagteasslrec.
for their excellent design work. Also thanks to everyone who contributed to making our new web site a
success. If there are any events you wish to add to our site, please let Debbie or Kathy know and they can add it
to the site.

t

Christian Education
The calendar is full of activity for both adults and children as the Christian Education program enters its last
phase for the current school year.

1 The first Sundays of March, April and May will be Gospel discussion groups. These gatherings led by
Linda R. always create a setting for interpretation and thought by those who attend.

1 Sunday Book Club meets in the second Sunday of the month. In March, the time will be devoted to the
history of the episcopate and what to expect in electing a new bishop for Maryland. The church school
will be part of this presentation. April’ Book is Saints and Villains, by Denise Giardina This isa
fictionalized novel about Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German Lutheran Pastor who was active in the
German resistance during World War 11 and was hanged by the Nazis near the end of the war. A
current listing on the best seller list, 90 Minutes in Heaven: a true story of life and death by Don Piper
will finish out the year in May. Both of these books are available in paperback.

T Church School for the children will continue to meet each Sunday through May 18" in the church office
except for March 9"and April 20", when the children will join with adults for the all age presentations
in the church. Church School will not meet on Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday.

1 On April 20", Woody B., former Chief of the Baltimore County Fire Department, will be a guest
speaker and on May 18" EricW.one of Sherwood’' s newest
Eric is Vice President of M & T Investment Group. This topic is for all adults regardless of age, family
size, and assets.
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http://www.sherwood.ang-md.org/

Outreach
By Deb S.

Here at Sherwood we are always up for new projects and things to do. Whether its outreach in our own
backyard or somewhere faraway, we ar e maki ng a wort hwhi MWaethatyod f eI
want to participate on a few projects, for a few days, a few times a year or join us for every project is entirely up
to you. Whether you’  ve done a hundred outreach
will find a place for you.

Thank you to all who participated inthe Ameri can Cancer Soays. 8ergisedoverl3zb0. f o d i

Your orders should be delivered the weekend of Palm Sunday. Please plan to be here that day, since the flowers
could be short lived. Thank you all who donated or ordered.

Thank you to all who brought in Boxers or Briefs. These items have been taken to the Department of Social
Services- Drumcastle location. This volunteer office assists people in need, provides tools so that people

achieve economic independence; protects children and adults from abuse and neglect. Their mottoisfi Ma k i 1
a Difference One Person at a Ti meo.

Thank you to all who have been throwing their loose change into the pot for our Lent project- Bread for
Itipini. This was kicked off on Souper Bowl Sunday (no pun intended) through Palm Sunday, March 16™.
Please continue to bring your loose change (or as Joanna says the paper stuff too!)

In April we are pulling together with the Gunpowder Valley Watershed group for a stream clean up.

The Gunpowder Watershed drains 450 square miles, including portions of Carroll, Harford, and Baltimore
counties. A small part of York County, PA is also included. Unfortunately, many streams in the watershed are
experiencing problems with trash, leaks from sewer and septic tanks, erosion, toxic materials poured into nearby
storm drains, and large volumes of storm water runoff.

Stream Watch Program

The Gunpowder Valley Conservancy is searching for volunteers for the stream watch program for the
Gunpowder River Valley. Adult volunteers and families are needed that live, work or play close to one of the
streams flowing into the Gunpowder River. Volunteers adopt a section of a stream, committing to walking it
three or four times a year to clean up trash and/or survey the condition of the stream.

Which Streams Can | Adopt? You may adopt any stream in the watershed. However, they are focusing our
efforts primarily in the Hunt VValley /Loveton area and have identified 12 priority streams that groups can adopt.
These streams are in:

Cockeysville Road Industrial Park Dun Rovin

Greentop Manor Loveton Business Center
Loveton Farms Mays Chapel

Mays Chapel North Mays Chapel Village
Pebblecreek Sherwood Episcopal Church
Sherwood Hills Springdale

Maps of the Loveton/Hunt Valley area showing the priority streams can be viewed at:
http://www.gunpowderfalls.org/streams.html If you are interested in participating in this project please contact
Suzie M. or Debbie S. I hope many families will join us. We have also been in contact with another church
that would like to join our group. The more the merrier!



http://www.gunpowderfalls.org/streams.html

Part of our duty as Christians is to be of service to others. Jesus did this over and over again. | t

S n o-t

it is about loving and helping others. Jesus warned against being acknowledged for our generosity. Almost
anyone can give. When we give of ourselves in time, talent or money, cheerfully and willingly, we are
becoming more like Jesus. When you love someone, you help them in any way you can. This is pretty noble
and hard to argue with. As we grow into the image of Christ, our generosity will also grow as we become more
like Him. One of the great inspirations of giving and love is in Corinthians:

1 Corinthians:Chapter 13

If I speak in human and angelic tongues but do not
have love, 1 am a resounding gong or a clashing
cymbal. If 1 have the gift of prophecy and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge;and if |
have faith to move mountains but do not have love, I
am nothing. If I give away everything | own, and if |
hand my body over so that | may boast but do not
have love, | gain nothing. Love is patient, love is
kind. It is not jealous, (love) is not pompous, it is
not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own
interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood
over injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but
rejoices with the truth. It bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.

Love never fails. If there are prophecies, they will
be brought to nothing; if tongues, they will cease; if
knowledge, it will be brought to nothing.

We know partially and we prophesy partially, but
when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.
When | was a child, | used to talk as a child, think
as a child, reason as a child; when | became a man,
| put aside childish things. At present (or after we
grew up) we see unclearly, as in a mirror, but then
face to face. At present | know partially (I only
know a little); then I shall know fully, as I am fully
known. So faith, hope, love remain, these three; but
the greatest of these is love.

Please let me know if you are interested in Sherwood participating in an outreach project. We are always
looking for ways to help the community and each other. Thank you for all of your support!

Christian Formation Festival
April 12, 2008

St. James Church

3100 Monkton Road

Monkton, MD 21111

For information, call 410-771-4466

nNA Musl i m, a

Jew anad st haedacdti an

wal k o

Comedians Rabbi Bob Alper, Azhar Usman and Nazareth come together for an interfaith laugh and love-fest to
benefit HABITAT FOR HUMANITY, Saturday, March 1%, at Baltimore Hebrew Congregation. Call
Ashland Church (410-527-1844) or Chesapeake Habitat for tickets and details!

Bishop Claggett Center
2008 Programs

Men’' s Weeken@8-2/10
Christ Centered Prayer Week 3/30-4/4

Ember Day 2/13
Ember Day 4/14

Young Adult Weekend 5/30-5/31 College Weekend 5/30-6/1
Family Weekend 8/22-8/24 Music Ministries 9/19-9/20
Ember Day 9/20 Yarn Ministries Day 10/25
Ember Day 12/13

For more information or registration: www.bishopclaggett.org
7

al



http://www.bishopclaggett.org/

Pl ease remember in your prayersil.

Prayer is a lifting up of the mind unto God,
or a friendly talking with the Lord,
from an high and kindled affection of the heart.
Edwin Sandys

We pray for those with immediate critical needs:

Robin A., Bob A., Bill A., Nancy C., Judith C., Robert D. and his family, Joan D., Stephanie E., John G., Catherine H.,
Ray H., Sr., Cheryl L., Tony N., Jr., Joan P., Carmella P., Bishop John Rabb*, Alford S., George S., Doris T., John V.,
Roger W..

Remember also those with ongoing needs:
Edith B., Lisa F., Vickey F., Ginger H., Keli H., Harry J., Bud L., John M., Cindy N., Nick M., Jack S., Ann S.,
Sheila V.

We pray for those in the military and their families:

Michael A., Charles B., Sean B., John B., Patrick C., Charles C., Ted C., Timothy D., Matt F., Mark H., Brian
J., Paul J., Rachel K., Paul L., Jerrett P., Christopher P., Elizabeth S., Joshua W., and all others facing violence
and terror. We pray for peace.

We pray for all those who are addicted and those who are in prison.

The world now has the means to end extreme poverty;
We pray we will have the will.

We remember those celebrating milestones in March and pray that they be strengthened in wisdom and
grace:

Birthdays
Ralph W. (2), Kit S. (8), Nancy C.(16), Jack S. (21), Floyd H. (23)

Anniversaries
Bud & Cecil O. (17)

The complete prayer list is published monthly in the Beacon. If you know of someone who should be added to

the prayer list, please contact Joanna or Kathy. Please also let us know if someone should be removed. Thank
you!
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SHERWOOD CALENDAR

MARCH

Begin 3™ Quarter Outreach Project

sun. 3/2

1 9:00 am - Holy Eucharist —4 lent

1  Sunday School 10:00 AM (Kit S.) History and present
practices in Holy Week; possibly cards for shut-ins.
Gospels of the Month (Linda R.)

Mon. 3/3

Vestry Meeting 7:00 PM

Sun. 3/9

9:00 am - Holy Eucharist —5 Lent

All ages presentation of the history of the episcopate and
what to expect in electing a new bishop for Maryland.
SundaySchool will join the all age presentation at10:00 AM
(Carrie F.)

There will be no Sunday Book Club today.

E I N
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Tue. 3/11

Spirituality Group — 7 PM, parish office

3/15-3/16

Daffodil orders arrive — pick up on Palm Sunday

Sun. 3/16

PALM SUNDAY

9:00 am - Holy Eucharist

No Sunday School

No Speaker today

Last day for contributions to Bread for Itipini

TBA

Sherwood Book Club i Date and location TBA —Manhunt
by James Swanson. Men are invited.
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Thurs. 3/20

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 1 7PM

Fri. 3/21

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE T 7PM

Sun. 3/23

EASTER SUNDAY

Holy Eucharist 8 AM and 10 AM

No Sunday School i there will be an Easter Egg Hunt
after the 10:00 AM service

= =4 =8| =

Sun. 3/30

9:00 am - Holy Eucharist

No Sunday School i children are encouraged to attend the
Annual Meeting

1 Annual Meeting

= =4

APRIL

Outreach: In April, we work with the Gunpowder Valley Watershed
group for a stream clean up. Check your Beacon for details.

Sun. 4/6

9:00 am - Holy Eucharist
Sunday School 10:00 AM (Kit S.)
Gospels of the Month (Linda R.)

Mon. 4/7

Vestry Meeting 7:00 PM

Tues. 4/8

Spirituality Group —7 PM, parish office

Sun. 4/13

9:00 am - Holy Eucharist

Sunday School 10:00 AM (Julia E.)

Sunday Book Club 10:00 AM Saints and Villains by Denise
Giardina

E R E NI ]

Sun. 4/20

9:00 am - Holy Eucharist

Sunday School 10:00 AM (Mike & Linda R.) will join the all
age presentation

1 S p e ak anday $0:006AM —Woody B., former Chief of
the Balto. Co. Fire Dept. and Cockeysville Vol. Fire Co.
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Sun. 4/27

9:00 am - Holy Eucharist
Sunday School 10:00 AM (Jacki M.)
Outreach Sunday
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