The Sixth Sunday of Easter April 27, 2008
Rogation Sunday
9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite 11

Please feel free to remain seated during the service if that is more comfortable
BCP=Book of Common Prayer

H=Blue Hymnal 1982

S=May be found in the front of the Blue Hymnal 1982.

Prelude Concerto for Organ in F Major Handel
(The Cuckoo and the Nightingale)

Please stand

Processional  Earth and all stars H-412

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Alleluia, Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Let the earth glorify the Lord:

Praise God and highly exalt him for ever.
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills,
And all that grows upon the earth;

Praise God and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas and streams:
O whales and all that move in the waters.

All the birds of the air, glorify the Lord:

Praise God and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild:

And all you flocks and herds.

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord:
Praise God and highly exalt him for ever.

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
Praise God and highly exalt him for ever.

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord:
Praise God and highly exalt him for ever.
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Collect of the Day
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such
good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our
hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all
things and above all things, may obtain your promises,
which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated
First Lesson: Acts 17:22-31

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I
see how extremely religious you are in every way. For as |
went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of
your worship, | found among them an altar with the
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you
worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. The God who
made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human
hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life
and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all
nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times
of their existence and the boundaries of the places where
they would live, so that they would search for God and
perhaps grope for him and find him — though indeed he is
not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have
said, ‘For we too are his offspring.” Since we are God’s
offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold,
or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and
imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which
he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”
The Word of the Lord.
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Psalm: 66:7-18

7 Bless our God, you peoples; *
make the voice of his praise to be heard,;
8 Who holds our souls in life, *
and will not allow our feet to slip.
9  Foryou, O God, have proved us; *
you have tried us just as silver is tried.
10 You brought us into the snare; *
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
11 You let enemies ride over our heads;
we went through fire and water; *
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
12 | will enter your house with burnt-offerings
and will pay you my vows, *
which | promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when | was in trouble.
13 1 will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts
with the smoke of rams; *
I will give you oxen and goats.
14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, *
and I will tell you what he has done for me.
15 | called out to him with my mouth, *
and his praise was on my tongue.
16 If I had found evil in my heart, *
the Lord would not have heard me;
17 But in truth God has heard me; *
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *
nor withheld his love from me.

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 3:13-22
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is
good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you
are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be
intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who
demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in
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you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those
who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put
to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil.
For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous
for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits
in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved
through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now
saves you — not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as
an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and
is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and
powers made subject to him. The Word of the Lord.

Please stand

Gradual Hymn  We plow the fields H-291

The Gospel: John 14:15-21
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate,
to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he
will be in you. I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming
to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but
you will see me; because 1 live, you also will live. On that
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me,
and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep
them are those who love me; and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself

to them.”
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you Lord, Christ
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Please be seated
The Sermon Joanna White
Please stand
The Nicene Creed
The Prayers of the People
A Litany of the Circle
Beloved God, known to our creation by a thousand
different names, we thank you for giving us power through
your Spirit to reveal your life to the world: strengthen,
bless and guide all that we do
Guide us in your grace.

Every part of this earth is sacred,

Every shining pine needle, every sandy shore.

Every mist in the dark woods,

Every clearing, every humming insect is holy.

The rocky crest, the juices of the meadow, the beasts and
all the people,

All belong to the same family.

Teach your children that the earth is our mother;
Whatever befalls the earth befalls the children of the earth.
The water’s murmur is the voice of our father’s father.
We are part of the earth and the earth is part of us.

The rivers are our brothers; they quench our thirst.

The perfumed flowers are our sisters.

The air is precious.

For all of us share the same breath.

The wind that gave our grandparents breath also receives
their last sign,

The wind that gave our children the spirit of life.

This we know, that the earth does not belong to us;

We belong to the earth.

This we know, that all things are connected,

Like the blood which unites one family.

All things are connected;

Our God is the same God, whose compassion is equal for
all.
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For we did not weave the web of life;
We are merely a strand of it.

Whatever we do to the web
We do to ourselves.

Guide and bless us in our work and in our play, and shape
the patterns of our political and economic life, that all
people may share in the fulfillment of your creative work.
Guide us in your grace.

We thank you for the gift of life, with all its blessings and
sorrows. Shield the joyous, and comfort and strengthen
those in any need or trouble. Bless those who will be born
today and those who will die, that, joining with the
company of all your saints, as we may rejoice in one
unending song of praise.

Guide us in your grace.

We pray for St. James’ Church, Monkton — Charles &
Debra Barton, Loree & Steve Penner, Art & Erica
Callaham; Church of the Ascension — Sarah Standiford;
Grace Memorial Church, Darlington; St. Martin’s Church,
Tokyo — Seraphim Ken Takahashi; St. Paul’s Church, La,
Diocese of Accra. Pray for the Diocese of Maryland in
Convention.

We pray for Katharine our Presiding Bishop, Eugene our
Bishop-Elect, John our own bishop, Michael and Rodney
our assistant bishops, Joanna our priest, Greg our music
director, the vestry, church school teachers, the choir and
volunteers.

We pray for those with immediate critical needs:

Robin A, Nicholas B, Nancy C, Robert D and his family,
John G, Catherine H, Cheryl L, Bishop Charles L, Patricia
M, Betty M, Tony N, Jr., Joan P, Carmella P, Bishop John
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Rabb*, Barbara R, Dottie S, Alford S, George S, Al S,
Doris T, John V, Roger W.

We pray for those in the military and their families:
Michael A, Charles B, Sean B, John B, Patrick C, Ted C,
Timothy D, Matt F, Mark H, Brian J, Paul J, Rachel K,
Paul L, Jerrett P, Christopher P, Elizabeth S, Joshua W and
all others facing violence and terror. We pray for peace.

We pray for Amanda D and Jason B as they look forward
to their May 3" wedding.

We pray for all those who are addicted and those who are
in prison.

The world now has the means to end extreme poverty;
We pray we will have the will.

We remember those celebrating milestones and pray that they
be strengthened in wisdom and grace: We celebrate the
birthdays of George S, Evan E, Ginny B and Robin R.

These, our prayers and thanksgiving, we offer to you, O God.
Let us give thanks for the web of all life in the circle that
connects us.

Thanks be to God, the God of all, the God known by a thousand

names. Amen.
Peter Holroyd, based on words of Chief Seattle
FromThe Wi deness
The Peace Shalom, Salaam, Peace
The Offertory
The Holy Communion, Eucharistic Prayer C BCP, p. 369
Sanctus Holy, holy, holy S-125
Fraction Anthem Alleluia, Christ our Passover S-154
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The Lord’s Prayer BCP, p.364

Communion Hymn  Now the green blade riseth H-204
Post Communion Prayer BCP, p.365
The Blessing

Recessional All things bright and beautiful Insert
Dismissal

Postlude

The flowers on the altar today are given to the Glory of God
and in thanksgiving for our many blessings

Lay Participants for Sunday, April 27, 2008

Lector Robin R

Chalicists Anne W, Ruth A
Intercessor Lynn S

Ushers Bud & Cecil O

Acolytes CJR, Emily R, Anne W
Altar Guild Anne W, Janet B, Eleanor H
Hospitality Jacki M

Sunday School  Jacki M



PARISH LIFE NOTES

April 27, 2008

UPCOMING EVENTS AND NOTICES

Lay Participants for Sunday, May 4, 2008

Lector Taylor G

Chalicists Ruth A

Intercessor Jean G

Ushers Tom G, Taylor G

Acolytes Kaitlyn F, Matt F, Ruth A

Altar Guild Alice H, Doris T, Jacki M, Ruth P
Hospitality Carrie F

Sunday School ~ Anne W

Sherwoodés AStar of the Week?o
We ask your continued help with this project, which offers support

for members of our congregation with immediate critical or

ongoing needs. We are asking that everyone in the congregation

send a card to our “Star of the Week”. This week’s star is:

Charlotte “Ginny” B

Sherwood Book Club: The monthly meeting will be held this
Wednesday, April 30th at 7:30 pm. at the home of Karyn G.

Under discussion will be "The Devil in the White City". Please
call Karyn if you plan to attend. If you need a ride, contact Debbie
S.




Sherwood to be spotlighted on 2008 Tour of Churches

The 2008 Church Club presents
The 2008 Bus Tour of 5 Historic Churches
Saturday, May 10, 2008
Departs 8:30 AM, return 3:00 PM

Each year, the Church Club of the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland
sponsors a bus tour to several area churches. The 2008 tour
includes Sherwood as well as Church of the Holy Comforter,
Lutherville; St. Mark’s-on-the-Hill, Pikesville; Church of St.
Mary-the-Virgin, Franklintown; and St. Bartholomew’s Church,
Ten Hills — church and parish house. James T. Wollon, Jr. A.L.A.
will conduct the tour, discussing architecture, the original architect,
stained glass, and furnishings. The cost of the tour is $48 per
person, including lunch at St. Mark’s-on-the-Hill, Pikesville. The
bus seats about 45-47, so make your paid reservations as soon as
possible. Reservation forms and additional information are
available in the wing. Questions? Call Jim Wollon at 410-879-
6748 or email at jtwollon@comcast.net

National Volunteer Week

In honor of National Volunteer Week, P a u | 6 swouRlllike o e
THANK YOU for your time and dedication. Please join us for a
breakfast on Thursday, May 1% form 9 AM -10 AM along with an
Open House from 9 AM -11 AM and 1 PM to 3 PM. Please RSVP
to Katie Sheffield by April 29", 410-625-0775 or
ksheffield@paulsplaceoutreach.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MAY
Fri. 5/2 9 Diocesan Convention
Sat. 5/3
Sun. 5/4 1 9:00 am - Holy Eucharist
1  Sunday School 10:00 AM (Anne W)
1 Gospels of the Month (Linda R)
Mon. 5/5 1 Vestry Meeting 6:00 PM
Tue. 5/6 91  Spirituality Group — 7 PM, parish office The topic is
‘Sexuality’
Sun. 5/11 1 9:00 am - Holy Eucharist
1 Sunday School 10:00 AM (Jacki M)
1 Sunday Book Club 10:00AM “ 90 Mi nut es i
True Storyof De at h a bydDonlPipef veith Cecil B.
Murphy
Sun. 5/18 1 9:00 am - Holy Eucharist
f  Sunday School 10:00 AM (Anita B)
1 Speaker 6 %0:006AMn Brig W -V.P.,, M&T
Investment group — financial planning
Sun. 5/25 1 9:00 am - Holy Eucharist
1 Sunday School 10:00 AM
9  Outreach Sunday
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